
DRCOG’S 2010 LEADERS ELECTED

DRCOG has elected officers to lead the organization in 2010. Elected Feb. 17 were: 
 • Arapahoe County Commissioner Rod Bockenfeld as chair; 
 • Littleton Council Member Jim Taylor as vice chair; 
 • Broomfield Council Member Dennis McCloskey as secretary; and 
 • Bennett Mayor Sue Horn as treasurer. 
Lakewood Council Member Ed Peterson is immediate past chair.

Additionally, the Board elected the following members to serve one-year terms on the 
DRCOG Administrative Committee. 
 • Boulder Council Member Macon Cowles 
 • Erie Trustee Cheryl Hauger 
 • Frederick Trustee Gerry Pfirsch 
 • Greenwood Village Council Member Ron Rakowsky 
 • Silver Plume Trustee Claire Fish-Mootz
 • Westminster Mayor Nancy McNally 

The 16-member Administrative Committee, which oversees the regional council’s fiscal, 
contractual and personnel operations, is composed of DRCOG’s officers, and representatives 
of each county and city in the region with populations exceeding 120,000. The remaining 
members are elected directly by the DRCOG Board. 

The Nominating Committee included Castle Rock Council Member Doug Lehnen as chair, 
Boulder Council Member Macon Cowles, Gilpin County Commissioner Jeanne Nicholson, 
Golden Mayor Jacob Smith and Wheat Ridge Council Member Karen Berry. 

POLICY AMENDMENTS TO THE 2008-2013 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)  

The Board also approved the first quarter 2010 policy amendments to the 2008-2013 Trans-
portation Improvement Program (TIP), which identifies highway and transit improvements 
throughout the region.  Policy amendments, which address project timing and funding 
changes to the TIP, are addressed quarterly by the Board.  
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POSITIONS TAKEN ON STATE LEGISLATION

Board members were updated on current state legislative issues and bills of regional concern or interest. 
The Board reviewed and took positions on a number of bills that have been introduced since the Gen-
eral Assembly convened Jan. 13. More information on the specific legislation and positions taken by the 
Board may be found in the insert to this issue of DRCOG Update. 

BOARD RECOMMENDS FASTER ROAD SAFETY PROJECTS 

The Board approved a list of Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT)-proposed projects using 
Funding Advancements for Surface Transportation and Economic Recovery (FASTER) safety funds for 
fiscal years 2011-2013. Board action also authorizes DRCOG staff to modify the TIP to include the selected 
projects.  FASTER (SB09-108) established road safety surcharges to be embedded in vehicle registration 
fee increases and a portion of the revenues are to be distributed to CDOT for road safety projects. The 
three CDOT engineering regions that cover all or a portion of the DRCOG area identified $140 million in 
projects; the Board approved those in the DRCOG area. Last fall, the Board approved approximately $15 
million of CDOT FASTER safety projects in the DRCOG region for fiscal year 2010. Working with their 
planning partners, the CDOT regions prepared the project lists.
 
INCORPORATING SUSTAINABILITY INTO METRO VISION 

The Board also moved ahead with its exploration of incorporating sustainability in Metro Vision 2035, the 
region’s long-range growth and development plan. At its 2009 workshop, the Board expressed its desire 
to explore incorporating sustainability as Metro Vision is updated this year and scheduled for adoption 
in early 2011. The Board identified six possible sustainability goals at its November meeting. The Board’s 
action directs the Metro Vision Issues Committee to address sustainability issues as efforts continue to 
update Metro Vision and the Regional Transportation Plan. It also establishes a work group, comprised of 
local government staff, board members and other invited stakeholders, to address TIP policy updates and 
report back to the Metro Vision Issues Committee.  
   
PREPARING FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF A FOLLOW-UP ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY (STIMULUS) PROGRAM IN 2010 

There has been substantial discussion about the possibility of a federal stimulus program in 2010, per-
haps similar to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) in 2009, but Congress has not yet 
passed a bill. The DRCOG Board was updated on activities already underway to prepare for the possibil-
ity of a stimulus program in 2010 and set a course of further action. 

A special DRCOG Board meeting and public hearing are set for 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 3 to hear 
comments on potential projects to be considered for federal transportation economic recovery funds 
that may be made available. If there is a stimulus bill, there are indications that it could require quick 
implementation of projects for a sizable portion of the available funds. The public hearing is directed at 
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projects that might be selected to receive these early implementation funds. Potential projects are identified on 
the DRCOG Web site at www.drcog.org; look for the March 3 public hearing icon. Interested parties can testify in 
person at the hearing or comment online about potential projects.

Also, the Board directed staff to initiate a call for local government projects. The submittal deadline was set as 
March 17. To yield better applications and reduce wasted effort, the Board decided to limit applications to TIP-
eligible projects only.  Several other submittal requirements and restrictions were also approved. The Board also 
granted staff flexibility to make minor adjustments to this call for projects if necessitated by an approved bill.    

PUBLIC HEARINGS SET MARCH 17 
  
The DRCOG Board will hold two public hearings March 17. Hearings, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at DRCOG, are 
scheduled on the Public Involvement in Regional Transportation Planning document and the draft Transit Ele-
ment of the 2035 Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan at DRCOG. More information related to the hearings 
is available at www.drcog.org.




